[Histological findings of the femoral quadriceps muscle in varus and valgus gonarthrosis].
A pronounced valgization or varization of the lower extremity leads to changes in skeletal muscle which are histologically and morphometrically demonstrable in biopsies of Mm. vastus lateralis et medialis of patients with chronically anomalous stressing of the knee joint. During chronic over-stressing, increased thickness in type I and type II muscle fibers can be observed in both Mm. vastus medialis and lateralis, whereas type II fibers demonstrate a greater variability and there is a greater occurrence in type I fibers. Our investigations show that a chronic anomalous stressing influences both the size and energy metabolism of a skeletal muscle cell in a manner which can be interpreted as a functional adaptation.